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INTRODUCTION 
This research work is based on two important manuscripts of 
Zubdat al Tawarikh available in India Office Library, London and in 
the descriptive catalogue edited by Ethe is very important. The 
manuscripts of Zubdat al Tawarikh are also available in British 
Library, London. 
The text is based on the microfilm of the manuscripts available 
in the Department of History, Aligarh Muslim Unviersity. Orginal 
Manuscripts in persian is in India Office Library, Ethe No. 290. The 
description of the events of History is clear and complete while the 
microfilm of the manuscript (British Library Add, No. 10580) is 
illegible and the discription of events is incomplete. 
Actually in both the manuscripts, the events are not in proper 
sequence, besides it is always tedious to work with a Microflm. It took 
much time to read the microfilm carefully and bring the events in 
order. 
Ethe has been indicated by ">^i^" and British manuscript 
by "'•^f", additions and deletions are kept in brackets so that the reader 
may understand easily. 
The Asfia manuscript of Hyderabad is incomplete and selective. 
It is a good endeavour to present and to search a historical text with 
utmost literary style and a good illustration of human aspect of society. In 
Mughal period various sides of culture and tradition were developed and 
were available for mankind. The efforts made to know one grand learned 
fellow named Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a good selection made by 
Department ot Persian, AMU. Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a gre^scholar of 
Arabic and Persian. He belonged to a learned family. Nurul Haq was 
inspired to give a good picture of Medieval India. 
To know the importance of the book 'Zubdat al Tawarikh' we may 
glanced with the scope of the documents and its contents given below: 
Tabqat-e-Malwa, Bengal, Delhi, Jaunpur, Gujarat, Kashmir, 
Deccan, Multan, Sind (Tatta). 
Now one can assertain the scope and the depth of the narration that 
has been drawn by the author. He wrote the History of Persian language 
dominated by history of India from 12th Century AD to 17th Century AD. 
Up to his conclusion the work is distinctive, enormous and personal. 
The nature of Zubdat al Tawarikh with high Persian style and 
diction is basically religious. ¥bN propagated the whole medieval society 
according to his ideas based on his religious views. 
In Zubdat al Tawarikh Nurul Haq Mashriqi gave special title of nobles, 
princes and the title of kings. The special information is essentially best 
source of contemporary literary style and political honour of Kings and 
Heads of States. 
One can remember Farid Khan (Murtaza Khan Bukhari) was patron 
of academic activities such as many books were written by great authors 
and poets eg. books by Nurul Haq on different subjects. 
At the outset I extend my heartiest gratitude of Almighty Allah, the 
most benevolent and merciful, for His grace and blessings which enabled 
me to complete this thesis. 
In the preparation of this thesis on the topic "A Critical Edition of 
Zubdat al Tawarikh" of Nurul Haq Dehlavi, I feel a deep sense of gratitude 
towards Dr. Zohra Arshi, Reader in Department of Persian, Aligarh 
Muslim University, Aligarh. Without her valuable supervision and 
guidance, it would have been impossible for me to complete this thesis. I 
am also grateful to Prof. Maria Bilquis, Chairperson of Persian 
Department, respected Prof Asif Naeem and Prof Azarmi Dukht Safavi 
for their valuable suggestions (AMU, Aligarh) 
I feel obliged and thankful to Prof. Shahabuddin Iraqi, Head of 
Department of History who facilitated me to go through the valuable 
rotograph and microfilms of this manuscript along with Prof. Jayadhir 
Tirumala Rao, Director, Oriental Manuscript Library and Research 
Institute, Hyderabad who afforded me access to the rotograph available 
there. I also pay my thanks to Mr. Arshad Ali, Incharge Seminar Library, 
Department of History (AMU, Aligarh). 
I am also thankful to respected Mr. Farrukh Jalali, Shiekh ul Jamia 
(Vice Chancellor, Urdu Board, Aligarh) whose valuable suggestions from 
time to time helped me to compile this thesis. 
My profound thanks also extend to Mr. Shakeel A, Khan, Librarian 
Mr. Masood, Seminar Incharge and Mr. Mohsin, Library Assistant, 
Maulana Azad Library. 
I also feel indebted to Mr. Ahsan Niazi who has typed the thesis 
diligently. 
I do not have words to express the sacrifices made by my parents, 
Mr. Mohammad Sharif and Mrs. Jameela Begum but to pray Almighty for 
the best rewards possible. 
It would be unjust if I do not thank my husband Mr. Hashim Ahmed 
for his cooperation during this period. 
Life of Nurul Haq Mashriqi 
& 
Contribution in Persian Studies 
In 16^ '^  century the whole of North India was under the kind rule 
of Muslim dynasties of India. At that time Arabic was the religious 
language of Muslims and Persians was the language of learned class. 
Many Muslim families were well versed in Persian and Arabic at that 
time. A Turk Muslim Family of intellectual clan expertised himself in 
Islamic Tradition (Hadees) and some of them were poets of well 
repute, but their special field was the study of life of Prophet 
Mohammad iasJc. During the reign of Akbar prominent and great 
Muslim scholar was Sheikh Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dehalvi who wrote 
many books on Hadees, fiqah, Islamic Science and Sufiism, as 
knowledge was even recognize by Mughal rulers. 
His son, the author of Zubdat al Tawarikh, Nurul Haq Mushriqi 
was born in 1580-81 AD/ 980 AH at Delhi. His pen name was 
Mashriqi. His family was famous for relegious learning and pious 
living. His grandfather Saifuddeen belonged to a Turk family as 
mentioned by Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dehlavi. Till now, the heirs of 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi do live in Aligarh, Delhi and in other parts of 
Indian subcontinent and abroad as well. 
The tradition of research and studies in literature/Hadees 
(Prophet's traditions) of Nurul Haq family carried on by Saif Bukhari, 
the great grand son of Nurul Haq Mashriqi and continued in the 
family later on. Saif Bukhari did some research work on the traditions' 
book (Hadees) of Prophet. 
Once Abdul Haq remarked about his son Nurul Haq that 
although he is my learned son, and disciple but I do consider him a 
great learned teacher and though he is my disciple he is like a chapter 
of mine. At that time Nurul Haq was acting as Qazi of Agra. 
Thus, Nurul Haq belonged to a family of scholars and poets. His 
familiarity with Persian literature and Arabic language was impressive 
and meaningful. His grandfather Rizqullah Mushtaqi was a person of 
high repute, his father was a great Muhaddis and a great historian and 
man of literature (Traditionalist). His collection of traditions (Ahadees 
of Prophet Mohammad ^ i ^ was authentic and comprehensive. Nurul 
Haq Mashriqi studied different subjects and religious science under 
the guidance of his father. His book Zubdat al Tawarikh is a classic 
example of his knowledge of different subjects. One is unable to 
question his narrations of events, as he was a Jurist (Faqih) also. His 
1. See Masirul Keram by Azad Bilgirami 
knowledge of Hadees (tradition) was excellent this is evident from his 
work on Bukhari, Muslim Sharif (Yaserul Qari Fi Sharhe Sahih al 
Bukhari) and (Sharh Sahih Muslim). 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi was also a great Persian prose writer, and 
studied Persian literature, both prose and poetry in full form. He wrote 
a book on Masnavi of Ameer Khusro (Qiranul Sadain). The book is a 
love story of Davil Rani and Khizr Khan. The topic and scope is in 
Masnavi form (Poetic story) was ably handled by him. He gave ample 
evidences and examples of his literary narrations and his 
understanding of finest Persian poetry. His diction and style of Persian 
prose writing was also excllent and lucid as is evident in Zubdat al 
TaWarikh. 
Perhaps Nurul Haq Mashriqi was first critic of Persian love 
poetry (masnavi) and he has quoted fine verses of Persian in his book 
Zubdat al Tawarikh. This is compartively by rare to give example of 
Persian Poetry while diseribuing the events of Hisotry. But Nurul Haq 
Mushriqi was Master of Persian verses and he gave ample example of 
Persian poetry .Few verses may be quoted here as the good example of 
presentation of Persian poetry in his book of history: 
^M J/.' j t {Jljj a j^j.'i Ji/ ji iy' a i/\ a 
1^ i-/y tjji 9^ 97iy Dviy wCi M i u i tjij'^ J 
Common knowledge of linguistics that many words and their 
meanings in medieval time used to be connotated with different 
meanings and this was due to the progress or evolution of the 
language. There is a tradition that component of words sought new 
* 
expressions, for example y^j^meons wedding in medieval period but 
now in India Kar-e-Khair means good works and the original meaning 
are obsolete. Nurul Haq Mashriqi in his style and diction was a great 
Persian prose writer: 
This is a well known fact that among Muslims in India the 
Persian literature, either prose or poetry was the dominant source of 
expression but it was a distinctive feature of Persian literature that any 
person or school of thought never appeared among the learned prose 
writer for any kind of critical study of Persian literature as it was not 
popular among the Persian writers and poets. 
Perhaps this is why Nurul Haq Mashriqi used such Persian 
group of words to describe the dancing of beautiful girls. He used the 
term "Sare Daftare Nazninan" for a renowned lady 'Roopmati": 
1. Zubdat al tawarikh, p. 33 
2. Zubdat al tawarikh, p. 313 
^^x^h^J 
We may conclude that Nurul Haq Mashriqi was inspired to 
write a critical study by his learned family members with profound 
tradition of Persian literature like Rizqullah Mushtaqi and his father. It 
is important to note that independent Indian style better known as 
'Subke Hindi' was fully establish in Sultanat period. That is why, 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi was not a lone example of Persian writing. 
I may refer here to a famous Persian writer and poet Shaikh 
Jamali who was known as Khusrau-e-Sani Jamali Dehlavi. He was 
well versed and a different but a great Persian prose writer. It is 
noteworthy that during the reign of Akbar many Persian poets and 
prose writers visited India and influenced Persian prose and poetry 
writing bringing considerable changes in them. Now Persian prose 
was on the path of simple diction and style though in Persian poetry 
and Masnawi it was common way of expresions of many writers. This 
kind of legacy was evident in Persian fiction such as Dastan-e-Ameer 
Hamza which was completed with Illustrations during the reign of 
Akbar. 
1 Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 162 
Faizi, the famous Persian Poet (elder brother of Abul Fazal) 
translated Sanskrit love story of Naldaman into Persian verse. 
Nurul Haq's literary works seem to be the outcome of his 
hereditary virtues. That is why Nurul Haq was able to grasp the 
literary atmosphere of Agra and Delhi with his ample knowledge and 
academic attitude and atmosphere of Arabic and Persian at home. 
There is no doubt that he was a great Alim and critic in Persian 
literature. This was an age of reason, with the dominance of Shirazi 
school of thought. 
Nurul Haq wanted the Muslim concept of equality and fraternity 
be reformed within the society as he witnessed some religious centres 
were not observing the equal status of mankind. He was convinced 
that the universal values of humanism and the gender bias and other 
economic issues like money lending etc should be brought within the 
main ideals and thoughts of human values prevalent in the form of 
Islamic concepts. 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi, while writing History of India, gave 
authentic information about persons, places and people. That is why 
he was not appreciated by British and other historians who wrote 
about Persian language and literature of Mughal era, for example we 
can easily witness this trend of propagating unauthentic history by the 
present teachers of Indian history and modem history writers. 
With regard to his religious and histi 
the author, Nurul Haq Mashriqi provides tha 
vindicated the cast based religion and built mosques and other 
religious structures for restoration of Islam and its culture. The author 
Nurul Haq gives this information with great prudence and pride. We 
may quote author's narration of event here: 
I I u 
Nurul Haq is the author of following books as given in Nuzhat 
ul Khwatir by Abdul Hai of Rae Bareilly (see vol. V). 
1. Zubdat al Tawarikh 
2. Sharhe al Jame us Sahi-al-Bukhari 
3. Sharhe Ala Shimail Tirmizi 
4. Risala Fi Isbat - Rafeul Masjidatah Fit Tashahud 
5. Taliqat Ala Sharhe Hedayat-ul-Hikmat 
6. Taliqat Ala Sharh-ul-Matale 
1. Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 308 
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Some Contemporaries of Nurul Haq Mashriqi 
1. Syed Abdul Wahid Shahedi Bilgirami - Died 1017 AH at 
Bilgiram 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi had great regard for Syed Abul Wahid 
Shahedi. He wrote a book on fundamental beliefs of a Muslim 
named as Sab-e-Sanabul. 
2. Abul Faiz Faizi 
3. Shaikh Ahmad Sarhindi Mujaded Alif Sani 
4. Abul Fazal 
5. Abdul Shaheed Seoharvi 
These names are found in Ain-e-Akbari of Abul Fazal. 
Academic interest of Nurul Haq Mashriqi and his 
contemporaries were common and their role in academic area and 
organization of state were of great importance and of historical value. 
ZUBDAT AL TAWARIKH 
Zubdat al Tawarikh was not written as a religious text, but 
Nurul Haq wrote it as a history in Indian Persian prose with literary 
style and also provided the contemporary history of Akbar and 
Jahangir in style and with lucid diction. 
To begin with, in his book, Nurul Haq has emphasized on the 
role of king as a good administrator. He has given information about 
the best aspect of government administration with high ideas of 
human nature. The prohuman aspect of the book provides a complete 
view of contemporary mankind. 
Nurul Haq was concerned and very particular about the good 
human qualities that were essential for upkeeping with high human 
values. He was inspired by his profession of Judge. He was also a poet 
and used *Mahsriqi* as his pen name. The word Mashriqi represented 
human values of the east and high ideals of Asia. A good society 
could be striven through the message of equality and love among men 
and women. 
Akbar and Jahangir both were the kings of India and they 
maintained high values of humanity and high ideals of justice among 
mankind. Nurul Haq criticized the structure of contemporary India. 
One can ascertain this fact that whenever Nurul Haq wanted to 
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criticize the general practices of society and other traditions of non 
Muslim society, which were not up to the mark of high human values, 
he suggested to maintain the old culture of urban India to some extent 
and control the society for good reasons of civilization. 
Nurul Haq disagreed with the practice of women folk visiting 
temples and other religious places. Nurul Haq's views on this issue are 
identical with the condition of Hindu women who were supposed by 
more religious but also traditionally they were not allowed to inherit 
any property and in marriages new wives were gifted (Kanya Dan)to 
males. 
Nurul Haq's views are quite realistic and are appreciated by 
reformists of present age. 
Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dehlavi was responsible for inspiring his 
son and the authentic scholar of Hadees to write a history of India 
from Ghauries to Mughals. This India book gave ample detail of rise 
of Turk in 13^^ century AD apart from this, Nurul Haq Mashriqi 
divided the whole book into Nine Chapters (Nine Tabqat). They are: 
1. Tabqat-e-Malwa 
2. Tabqat-e-Bengal 
3. Tabqat-e-Delhi 
4. Tabqat-e-Jaunpur 
5. Tabqat-e-Guj arat 
6. Tabqat-e-Kashmir 
7. Tabqat-e-Deccan 
8. Tabqat-e-Multan 
9. Tabqat-e-Sind (Tatta) 
During Akbar and Jahangir India was divided as follows: 
1. Agra 
2. Delhi 
3. Lahore 
4. Multan 
5. Kabul 
6. Kashmir 
7. Thatta 
8. Ajmer 
These were the geographical divisions of India. Nurul Haq, 
being an original native of Delhi, gave ample views of an Indian 
Muslim. Nurul Haq was a professional historian with certain 
ideologies, his father Abdul Haq was a historian of a some repute, one 
of his grand father's brother Rizqullah Mushtaqi also wrote a book on 
history of India, so in my opinion Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a 
competent Indian historian. He gave us more details of events of his 
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period and age in Zubdat al Tawarikh. His book Zubdat al Tawarikh 
is a master piece of short history Nurul Haq Mashriqi was responsible 
for giving moral and religious ideas by describing the some event and 
certain point of his religious leanings. A mention of some selected 
episodes from his book will show his point of view as a good 
historian with style. 
We already know that the Mughals rulers were very liberal and 
almost free thinkers in the disguise of Badshah Ghazi (King 
Conquerer) but they were autocrate. It was very difficult for an Indian 
Muslim to open the mind of royal rulersin his farour. As an employee 
of the state Nurul Haq Mashriqi wanted to present himself as a general 
and an ordinary historian. In his book Zubdat al Tawarikh, he gave a 
fair idea of the affairs his in own way and manner, for example he has 
dealt with the events during Sher Shah's rule very interestingly. 
He used the word 'Ghazi' for the hereditary title of Temuri king. 
One may intreprate that due to his this displesure the king Jahangheer 
Transforced Nurul Haq Mashriqi to Kabul' as panishment for using 
the word Ghazi to shershah. Shaikh Nurul Haq wrote a short history of 
medieval India in Persian. Though he was Indian but he was able to 
write his book in Persian language. When he was writing Zubdat al 
1. Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 131 
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Tawarikh many Irani poets and prose writers were present in Delhi 
and Agra. He was successful in writing the history of India in Persian. 
His command over Persian literature was exclusive and meaningful. 
His style and diction was marvelous and lucid. I am not supposed to 
discuss the historical information here but I am to deal with the 
literature and language he has used in his book. Nurul Haq Mashriqi 
was a Judge by profession. He could not abandon or get rid of his 
knowledge of law and Quranic methods and his personal views on law 
and historical events. But he was able to maintain the literary tradition 
of Indian Persian prose with a different style and approach. 
When Nurul Haqq praised the administration of Behlul Lodi 
evn Sultan Alauddin Shah-e-Alam was alive at Badaun who was the 
great grandson of Syed Khizr Khan, the then Viceroy of Ameer 
Taimur. This presentation of events by Nurul Haq Mashriqi was not 
apopreciated by Emperor Jahangeer. 
In this manner we can appreciate and evaluate this piece of 
historical information and his style of writing in Persian language. 
Through out the book he quoted Persian couplets, which are fine 
examples of Persian poetry. In this way Nurul Haq Mashriqi was able 
to express him self and verify his comments and narration in 
1. Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 77 
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describing any event of history he selected. Due to his famiUarity with 
Arabic language and Hterature he was able to use the Arabic terms and 
Arabic words quite easily, for expressing himself and narrating the 
event, if he wanted to narrate any episode of war his style and diction 
was very much influenced by the religious terms and this was because 
of his religious education. 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a historian of contemporary events. He 
gave many details about the opposition of local lords and noble to 
Akbar. One may ask why Nurul Haq Mashriqi gave details of 
opposition despite the fact that Akbar was a despot, or while Akbar 
was fully authorized to suppress the local opposition of Zamindars. 
So, this can be asserted that Nurul Haq was a special kind of historian, 
whose sympathy with the oppressed people of India disputable. This 
was a very important question though Nurul Haq condemned this by 
means of words and literature. 
During the reign of Akbar one can differentiate and understand 
the language problems of the official staff of Temuri empire. In the 
Lodi empire as well as during the reign of Akbar, the Persian language 
was prominent among Indian natives. The Iranians wanted to impress 
upon the government that the Persian language was rich in vocabulary 
and the Iranian authors excelled in their literary work. But a section of 
Indian academicians wanted to impress upon the Iranian 
administration. Nurul Haq Mashriqi was an Indian author with good 
command over Persian language and his narrative style was full of 
clear expression. 
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LOCAL AND OFFICIAL REVOLT DURING 
THE REIGN OF AKBAR 
The special aspect of Zubdat al Tawarikh, to some extent, is the 
author's interest in describing the challenges before Akbar. By giving 
enormous details about the rebellions that occurred during the reign of 
Akbar, Nurul Haq Mashriqi provided a collection of information 
about the Afghan opposition to the Mughal empire. He recollected 
special details about Baba Khan Qaqshal and his colleagues and 
fellows of his family. One of the grand sons of Baba IChan Qaqshal 
and Mirza Khan (father of Mirza Mazher Jan-e-Jana) wanted some 
higher office in the administration of Aurangzeb. Aurangzeb refused 
to oblige Mirza Jan-e-Jana. Since Mirza Jan-e-Jana had some family 
connections with Mughals, he narrated to him the services of Qaqshal 
in consolidating the Temuri empire under Humayun and Akbar. 
Aurangzeb quizically responded, "you have also had a long legacy of 
revolt".^ 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a professional learned religious 
person. But he has also narrated some strange episodes in his history 
of some super natural instances. He did not favour the tradition of 
women to visit temples without the company of near relative. Zubdat 
1. See also Life of MirzaMazhar-e-Jan-e-Jana, a Persian -Urdu poet. 
al Tawarikh is a book of history but is inclined to express the emotion 
of men and women. One may question why Nurul Haq Mashriqi gave 
such details of personal life of ordinary citizens of higher caste. I think 
that the learned author wanted to present his stance in the light of 
psychological mode of his personal view. 
LACK OF ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION 
It is known to us that Nurul Haq Mashriqi was employed in the 
justice department. Nurul Haq Mashriqi during the reign of Akbar and 
Jahangir wrote a history of India under the name, "Zubdat al 
Tawarikh". This is a history of India but as an author of history he did 
not give the full details of administrative set up of Mughal rulers. One 
would wonder why he was unable to give the details of the administile 
in the light of Akbar Nama and Muntakhebut Tawarikh. One can 
easily understand the structure of Akbar's government. Nurul Haq 
Mashriqi was keen in describing the ups and downs of the empire, e.g. 
why Sheikh Jalala Afghan rose to defy the rule of Akbar in Soba 
Kabul and its adjoining areas. 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi was an Indian Muslim. His apathy towards 
Mughal rule was meaningful and reflected the upheavals of the 
empire. Then, why did he remain unaware of the daily matters of a 
particular area. 
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If we analyze the whole book, Zubdat al Tawarikh gives several 
episodes about the ruler's interest in wine and women and in a 
particular way, the author has forgotten the purpose and high morals 
of history writing. The author of the history book has forgotten to 
narrate the administrative part of events, though he has given many 
episodes of moral standard of lives of men and women (e.g. see 
Humayun Nama by Gulbadan Begum): 
1 Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 35 
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These books were written in Mughal Period 
1. Abdullah - Tarikh-e-Daudi 
2. Nizammuddin Ahmad Bakhshi - Tabqat-e-Akbari 
3. Mullah Abdul Qadir Badauni - Muntakhibut Tawarikh 
4. Faizullah Bin Zainul Abdeen Banbani- Tarikh-e-Sadar Jahan 
Many authors and historians of India were consulted and in his 
personal style Nurul Haq Mashriqi gave some details of these books in 
an abridged way. 
1. Ziauddin Bami - Tarikh-e-Firoz Shahi 
2. Minhaj Siraj - Tabqat-e-Nasri 
3. Amir Khusro - Devil Rani JChizar Khan 
4. Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dehlavi - Akhbar ul Akhiyar 
5. Abdul Haq Muhaddis Dehlavi - Tarikh-e-Haqqi/Zikr ul Muluk 
6. Abul Fazal - Akbar Nama (Iqbal Nama-e-Akbari) 
The author consulted some historical works and books of Saadi 
which were related to moral tales of mid east area especially countries 
like Iran and Arab. A short introduction of few of these books is given 
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below: 
1. Gulistan and Bostan: These books were written by Sheikh Saadi 
to guide and to inspire the sons of kings and noblemen. The book was 
a great source of inspiration to young people. Nurul Haq Mashriqi 
mentions that the said booksserved as sources of prime teaching of 
above mentioned classes of people. 
2. Tabqat-e-Nasiri: Minhaj Siraj in 1260 AD/660 AH completed the 
book Tabqat-e-Nasiri dedicated to contemporary king Nasiruddijn 
Mehmood, son of Shamsuddin Altutmish and early medieval king of 
Delhi. The history was initiated by Gheyasudin Balban, the then 
Prime Minister of Sultan Naseruddin Mehmood. The Tabqat-e-Nasiri 
was the history of the world with special reference to India. The 
author of Tabqat-e-Nasiri gave some details of Muslim history. That 
is why Nurul haq Mashriqi was inspired by the said book. 
3. Akbar Nama: During the reign of Akbar it was common tradition 
of historians to write the medival history of Turkish rule in India 
when Babar conquered India. At that time Delhi Empire was under the 
hegemony of Abraham Lodhi, son of Sikander Lodhi. 
Babar never recognized the king ship of Lodhi. The great grand 
father of Babar was Ameer Temur. In early of ninth century Ameer 
Temur appointed Syed Khizr Khan as his viceroy and king of Delhi 
Saltanat. But in mid of ninth century, Behlool Lodhi conquered the 
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kingdom of Delhi and sent back the last king Syed Jalaluddin Shah 
Alam to Badaun. 
The author of Akbar Nama, Abul Fazal incorporated this fact in 
his book Iqbal Nama-e-Akbari or Iqbal Nama. The basic trends of 
historians then was that they used to give the historical background of 
medieval history of India. That is why Mullah Abdul Qadir Badauni in 
his famous book Muntakhebut Tawarikh followed this tradition and 
that is why Mulana Nurul Haq in his history of India gave selective 
information about Albari kings of Delhi. 
4. Tarikh-e-Firoz Shahi: The author of Tarikh-e-Firoz Shahi, written 
by Ziauddin Barni originally belonged to the family of Saadat from 
Kaithal. His great grand father's family members worked as employees 
of Khiljis. Ziauddin Barni is claimed to be an honest historian. Apart 
from the fact that he is asserted to have followed the high standards of 
history writing, Ziauddin Barni showed apathy towards Khiljis. "He 
was not honest", observed Alauddin Mohammad Shah Khilji. He 
wrongly said that Alauddin Mohammad Shah Khilji was not a 
religious man and he gave wrong information about religious trend of 
king Mohammad Alauddin Shah. 
One can find the royal name of Alauddin on coin as Mohammad 
Shah. The asserted name of Mohammad Shah itself is an evidence of 
his religious views. 
Though this fact was not reported by Zaiuddin Barni but 
according to the inscriptions on Qutub Minar Gate, it was announced 
by Alauddin Mohammad Shah that the state's religious policy shall be 
based upon Emam Abu Hanifa's interpretation of Quran and Hadees. 
Ziauddin Barni gave less information about Mohammad Shah 
Tuglaq. One the great noble of Mohammad Shah Tuglaq was Saad 
Muntaqi. (Means Saad the logicians). 
To some extent, Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a unique historian. He 
described his keen narratives on various aspects of state and society in 
his book titled Zubdat al Tawarikh. He was not a simple narrator of 
events, but in his own way and style he presented a uniqe view of past 
manipulations of kingdoms. He had wide knowledge of different 
disciplines. 
He emphasized on the role of learning and laws of state, and 
religious and non religious attitudes and aspirations of people, for 
example the conquest of Malwa by Adham Khan and episodes of 
Roopmati and Baz Bahadur. In his book, Zubdat al Tawarikh he gave 
different causes of reign e.g. when the author narrated the way of life 
and culture of Rajpoots, he vividly presented the social condition of 
women and attitude of Rajpoots toward women folk, their preference, 
behaviour and their attitude towards social life. 
He gave ample evidence of dancing girls (Patran). The number 
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of women in royal household is very strange. 
Numl Haq Mashriqi had full praise for an Afghan king Sher 
Shah. During the reign of Akbar it was the rebellious attitude of a 
subordinate of Temuri empire. While giving the details of Sher Shah's 
administration, he describes that the period of Sher Shah's reign was 
only for five years. The age of Sher Shah was over seven years and he 
acted and he had a keen interest in all spheres of life. To the greater 
extent he was a competent ruler. 
The Indian Muslims and several noblemen of Akbar were not in 
favour that Humayun and his elder son Jalaluddin Mohammad Akbar 
continued to rule over India. Even, some nobles of Humayun with 
Persian origin were also in league with the opponents of Akbar. One 
could assume that Khan-e-Khana Bairam Khan wanted to rule over 
India through some cunning methods. The king, Jalaluddin 
Mohammad Akbar, adopted a policy to improve his position as an 
independent royal and an autonomous ruler. The famous noble Adham 
Khan and his mother Maha Manga were not loyal to the throne and 
their attitude was suspicious. Jalaluddin Mohammad Akbar was aware 
of this situation and on a particular incident Akbar ordered for severe 
1. Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 132 
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punishment until death to Adham Khan. Nurul Haq as an Indian 
MusHm has given this information in his own style. Strange enough, 
the mother of Adham Khan, Maha Manga, verified the act of king for 
the punishment of Adham Khan. However, the details given by Nurul 
Haq were important and full of suspicion. 
Akbar assumed the crown at the age of 14 years. At that time 
Khan KHana Bairam Khan was a powerful autonomous administrator 
as an intelligent boy he embarked his duties as innocent king. Bairam 
Khan was unable to understand the policies of Akbar. When Akbar 
was able to control the kingdom. In a peculiar style Akbar ordered the 
removal of Bairam Khana Khana. At this moment Bairam Khan 
obeyed the order of the King. He sought to visit the Mecca but at the 
sea boat he was murdered by an Afghan. 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi, in his classical history of India, gave much 
details about the conflicts, wars and conquests of new powers and 
groups of society. Thus, Nurul Haq also played a crucial part as a 
historian of social events. 
1. Zubdat al Tawarikh, p. 157 
The consolidation of Agra and Delhi thrones was a landmark 
full of events in Indian history. It was a reorientation of foreign forces 
in India. Their culture and mode of administration were different from 
those of traditional Indian Rajas. The Temuri kings, better known as 
Indian Mughals, learnt fast how to rule over India. The upper class 
Indians were removed from the higher administrative posts. Indian 
Mughals were not accustomed to the traditional Indian Muslim ethos. 
There were good traditions of Awadhi language and literature 
amongst the Indian Muslims and Indian people. 
Though this trend continued from the age of Akbar to 
Aurangzeb Alamgeer, but Persian language became dominant part of 
Indian administration. Even the Kayest <JX^^ and Kashmiri 
Brahmans, who were the backbone of Mughal administration in India, 
there were many great prose writers and poets, yet Indian traditional 
languages and cultures survived among Indian masses. The family of 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi was also able to retain its linguistic and cultural 
traditions. 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi himself was a witness to many events. Part 
of Zubdat al Tawarikh was written during the reign of Akbar. The 
family of Nurul Haq was also a victim of the invasion of Babur 
against Abrahim Lodhi. It was a strange coincidence that the son of 
Babur, Humayun was defeated by a native Afghan known as Sher 
Shah. 
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The dynasty of Sher Shah was short lived for only 12th years. 
Strange enough that Humayun invaded India and was able to conquer 
Northern India with the help of Central Asian and IranianKing. 
Armymen like Qazalbash were among the people of high cadre in 
Humayun's court. Thus, the conflict between Indian and non-Indian 
started again and continued. Here we can say that new Persian 
influence was Dominated over India. Indian Muslims were treated as 
second class citizens. 
Since Nurul Haq Mashriqi considered himself as an Indain 
Muslim, Zubdat al Tawarikh treated to be a mouth piece of an Indian 
Muslim. After completing his book on India, Nurul Haq died in 1073 
AH, during the reign of Aurangzeb Alamgeer. His life was a witness 
to the rise of Irani and Turani nobles. 
In his book, Nurul Haq Mashriqi followed the traditions of 
Indian prose and fiction, letter writing and to some extent the literary 
pattern of Persian poetry. He excelled the diction and narrative with 
esteem of Persian authors. He quoted extensively from Persian poetic 
works of famous poets although Nurul Haq Mashriqi was a religious 
person yet he showed his literary talent and his special knowledge of 
great classics. He narrated many events of Indian history and the 
quality of his narration is very interesting and thought provoking. He 
was very imaginative and thoughful of minute details of war and 
peace. 
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When he wanted to present any social event or episode he 
succeeded in keeping it with hterary style of narration. One can say 
with confidence that he used to be a colorful writer. His choice of 
words was very appropriate and meaningful when he wrote Zubdat al 
Tawarikh. He never visited Persia but his narrative and style 
maintained in Zubdat al Tawarikh was very close to that of a native of 
Iran. 
In Zubdat al Tawarikh, Nurul Haq Mashriqi presented and 
quoted various examples from Persian poetry. This also showed his 
vast knowledge of Persian literature. Very few of his contemporaries 
could excel in the Persian literature equal to him. The use of Persian 
poetry by Nurul Haq is up to the mark. The Zubdat al Tawarikh also 
shows his capability of presenting or narrating the different situations 
with the help of Persian poetry and not write much "ado". It was very 
difficult to know the authorship of those poets whose quotations were 
given in Nurul Haq's Zubdat al Tawarikh. 
The king Nuruddin Jahangeer and some of his noblemen, who 
belonged to the faction of Nurjahan family, never appreciated the 
views of Nurul Haq as a historian of India. One of the son of 
Shahjahan 'Shahzada Buland Iqbal' Dara Shikoh wrote in his book, 
"Sakinatul Aulia" that his grandfather Jahangeer was disillusioned 
about the role of Nurul Haq and with the royal order of Jahangeer, 
Nurul Haq was transferred to Soba Kabul as Qazi of that area. 
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Akbar never punished any religious person but later on his son 
Jahanghir gave or implemented rigorous punishment to some 
important religious persons like Mujaddid Sani was imprisone in 
Gwalior. 
During the reign of Akbar the duty of payment of salaries of 
army officers was the responsibility of Farid Khan known as 
Murtaza Khan who was pay master (Bakhshi Awwal). Farid Khan 
was a dominating Ameer who extended full support to Jahangeer 
as next Emperor of India. Farid Khan was famous for his valour 
and integrity for the Nooruddin Salim Jahangeer. 
Famous Authorities on Mughal Period 
1. Waqiat-e-Mushtaqui 
Iqtidar Husain Siddiqui 
The translation of Waqiat-e-Mushtaqui written by RizquUah 
Mushtaqui have been translated by Prof Iqtidar Hussain 
Siddiqui. He is an authority on history of Afghan rulers of India. 
I have already mentioned above that Rizqullah was brother of 
great grand father of Nurul Haq Mashriqui. He was keenly 
interested in the life and work of sufis and has mentioned them 
along with the kings and nobles. Shaikh Nurul Haque, the 
grandson of his younger brother, says about his interest in 
history. Shaikh Rizqullah was a saintly man.^ 
2. Religious and Quasi-religious at mosphere of the Mughal 
Period (1556-1707) 
Rafat M. Bilgirami, 1984,aligarh (page no 23,92) 
In order to resolve these differences, he had the cell of Shaikh 
Abdullah Niazi Sirhindi (who had formerly been the disciple of 
Shaikh Saleem Chishti, but had afterwards joined the circle of 
Mahdavis) repaired, and build a spacious hall on all four sides 
of it He named it Ibadat Khana. 
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Acording to Zubdat ai Tawarikh,the inam and wazeefa which 
was given to the learned and deserving, and was over and above 
IChairat, had reached a lac under Akbar and was always on the 
increase. 
Contribution of India for Arabic Literature 
Zubed Ahmad 
a famous authority on history of Arabic literature in India 
mentions that the contiution of Nurul Haq Mushriqi as an 
Arabic scholar of Mughal period was remarkable. His 
contribution in the form of a commentary on Sahih Bukhari is 
better known as Tayserrul Qari. 
Akbar and Religion 
Khaliq Ahmad Nizami. 
Chronicles of the Mughal period refer to the greatness and glory 
of Akbar in all spheres but refrain from giving any detail about 
his religious innovations and experiments. They were conscious 
of Muslim sentiments on the subject. Mu'tamid Khan devotes a 
whole volume (volume II) to provide an account of Akbar's 
reign year by year but consciously avoids giving details of 
Akbar's religious activities. The Padshah Nama of Abdul Hamid 
Lahori contains only a three page account of Akbar. Here Akbar 
is reported to have great affection for Shahjahan. Further it is 
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said that Shahjahan used to speak highly about three Mughal 
rulers. Temur, who conquered India and laid down rule of 
Temuri government, Babur who established Mughal power in 
India, and Akbar who gave peace and prosperity to the country. 
It was during the time of Shahjahan that Shaikh Nurul ul Haq 
added to his account something about Akbar's religion in his 
Zubdat al Haqqi and brought up-to-date his father's 
Tarikh-e-Haqqi. 
Nurul Haq desists from giving details about the Din-i-Ilahi and 
its rituals. He touches only those aspects of Akbar religious 
activity where there is scope for defence.^ However Mohsin 
Fani who also wrote during the time of Shahjahan, mentioned 
many bitter facts about Akbars religious experiments but 
shrewdly withheld his own judgement. By referring to Mulla 
Badakhshi's incident at Akbar's tomb he somehow demonstrated 
the general feeling about Akbar's religious vagaries. 
5. A History of Sufism in India 
S. A. A. Rizvi 
Sheikh Nurul Haq, the son of Shaikh Abdul Haq wrote an 
interesting sufi work entitled the Risali Agahi Nama in 1068 
AH/1658 AD. It discusses the importance of sufi revelations in 
religious beliefs. The work quotes Ibn Arabi Shaikh Sadruddin 
of Quniya and Shaikh Abdul Haq. The copy in the Delhi Persian 
collection of the India office Library dates from 1114 
AH/1702-3 AD, 
Just prior to his death, however, Jahangir became alienated from 
Sheikh and his son Sheikh Nurul Haq. He sent Nurul Haq on 
exile to Kabul and ordered Sheikh Abdul Haqq and Sheikh 
Husamu'd Din to were he was camped in Kashmir. 
7. Encyclopedia of Islam New Edition, VIII, Leiden, 
Nurul Haq was a traditionsit and historiographer of Mughal 
India who flourished in the llth-17th Century. His nickname 
"Al Turk al Bukhari" points to his origin from Central Asia. As 
a poet he adopted the pen name "Mashriqi". He was son of the 
scholar Abdul Haq Dehlavi, a well known Shaikh of the 
Quadiriya order.Nurul Haq succeeded his father as a religious 
teacher and was appointed a Judge at Agra under Shahjahan's 
rule. His death at Delhi occured in 1073 AH/1162 AD. 
In Zubdat al Tawarikh, Nurul Haq enlarged the Tarikh-e-Haqqi, 
a chronicle of Indian history written by hs father, bringing it up 
to 1014 AH/1605 AD. In the beginning of the reign of Jahangir 
he wrote two Persian commentaries on collection of Hadith, 
Taysir al Qari Fi Sharh Al Bukhari and Manba Al Ilm Fi Sharh 
ahih Muslim, 
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In Important book of Hadees written 
by Nurul Haq 
Khuda Baksh Library 
Taysir-ul-Qari 
sec:vol.XlV 
Nurul Haq Mashriqi as an Arabic scholar of Mughal period was 
remarkable. His contribution in the form of a commentary on Sahih 
Bukhari is better known as Tayserrul Qari. 
The well known Persian commentary on the famous Sahih al 
Imam Abu 'Abd Ullah Muhammad Bin Isma'il Bukhari (d 256 AH/870 
AD, but according to our commentator, fol. 5a, 255 AH/809 AD). 
Commentator: Nurul HaqlM'i^ii4Tjl^»L^^U(J^l^/(j):l|^/lvy 
The commentator was the son of the famous prolific Indian 
writer Sheikh Abdul Haq Dehlavi, Besides the present work he wrote 
a general history of India from Mu'iz-ud-din Bin Sam to the accession 
of Jahangeer AH 1014 (1605AD). This history which entitled is a 
revised and enlarged edition of his father's mentioned under N 537. 
He is also the author of a commentary on the famous work 
died in AH 1073 (AD 1663). See Hadaiqul Hanafia, p. 418; 
Khazinatul Asafia, p. 989, Elliot, History of India, Vol. VI p. 182, 
Rieu, p. 224 and Ethe, India Office Library, Cat. No. 290. 
C. A. Story Information Persian Literature 
(A Bibliographical Survey) 
Nurul Haqq al Mashriqi al Dehlawi al Bukhari was the son of 
Abd al Haq Dehlavi, (whose Zikr-al-Muluk or Tarikh-e-Haqqi has just 
been mentioned) and who became Qazi at Akbarabad (i.e. Agra) died 
at Delhi in 1073 AH/1662 AD at the age of ninety. Among his works 
were Persian commentary on Sahih al Bukhari entitled Tairir al Qari 
Fi Sharh, Sahih-al-Bukhari (see Brockelmann P* suppt. P. 263 No. 
31), Persian commentary on Sahih al Muslim entitled Manba Sahih 
Mamba al Ilm Fi Sharh Sahih Muslim revised and enlarged by his son 
Fakhr al Din Muhibb Allah (see Brockelmann P^ suppt. P. 266 no 13) 
and of a commentary on Khusraus Qiran al Sadain entitled Nur al Ain 
Fi Sharh Qiran-al-Sadain (see Rieu in 617 b, Ivanov Curzon Z20, 
Sprenger330) 
Zubdat al Tawarikh, a general history of India from Muizz al 
Din Muhammed Bin Sam to the accession of Jahangir (1014 AH/1605 
AD) being a much enlarged edition and continuation of his father's 
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